
 Progression in Musical Learning

Primary Phase



With the publication of the new ‘Model Music Curriculum’ and Ofsted’s ‘Music Research Review’ earlier this year, it’s clear
that the DfE are encouraging schools to realise the benefits that a quality music education can bring to children and young
people. Both documents emphasise the need for children to experience a broad and balanced curriculum that is carefully
structured to allow for clear progression and consolidated learning. 

At Dorset Music Hub we believe music education can positively impact a young person’s life through enhanced wellbeing,
confidence and communication skills, and can contribute towards a thriving and vibrant school community. Making music
should be at the heart of music lessons and children should be actively 'doing music' as much as possible. They should know
that they are in a music lesson and have plenty of opportunities to sing, play, create and perform music throughout their
school life. 

The aim of this resource is to support both specialist and non-specialist teachers in delivering the National Curriculum for
music in a progressive and age-appropriate way. We want to enable all teaching staff to recognise how their pupils'
understanding  of music deepens and develops as they learn key musical skills.  We hope this guidance will support more
opportunities for pupils to explore the interrelated dimensions, or elements, of music in school and experience a variety of
musical styles. 

The guide has been designed to be simple and clear - with minimal jargon - so teachers can dip in and feel confident in
understanding what pupils at different stages on their musical journey should be learning.

This Primary Phase Progression in Musical Learning guide has been co-produced with a group of primary Music Subject Leads
who contributed their expertise and great ideas to shape the resource in collaboration with our Project Manager Hannah
Reeves.

David Byrne St. Mary’s Primary Bridport, Minerva Trust
Sally Jevons Marshwood Primary, Acorn Academy
Kerry Wells Lytchett Matravers Primary
Sarah Painter Corfe Castle Primary, Coastal Partnership
Sarah Mawer Gillingham Primary
Robert Stoner Coastal Partnership & DMH Strategy Board
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PITCH 

PROGRESSION IN KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING OF THE INTERRELATED
DIMENSIONS/ELEMENTS OF MUSIC

The range of 
sounds between 
high and low 

The length of 
time each sound 
lasts for

How fast or slow 

 a piece of music

is

DURATION

The range of 

sounds between

loud and quiet

TEMPO DYNAMICS

How many 

different sounds

there are

TEXTURE

The different

kinds of sounds

such as string,

metal,wind &wood 

TIMBRE STRUCTURE

The way music is

organised into

different sections

Sounds can be 
high or low and 
move from one 
to the other

Sounds can be 
long or short, 
steady, or silent

Music can be fast 
or slow

Sounds can be loud,
 quiet, or silent.

There can be more 
than one sounds 
at a time.

There are different 
types of sounds 
such as vocal, body 
and sounds found 
around them and 
they can identify
these

Music can be the 
same or different 
and music can tell 
stories

Sounds can move
 by steps and 
leaps

Sounds can be fast
 or slow and 
patterns can be 
made from these 
sounds (rhythms)

Music can be fast, 
slow, or medium 
and they can 
identify this

Loud and quiet 
sounds should be 
used at different 
times.

Different layers of
 sounds are used 
in music to create 
texture

Sounds can be 
grouped based on 
the way they are 
made, and some 
instrument can 
make more than 
one type of sound.

Music has a
beginning, middle
and an end.
Music sometimes
has an echo.

Melodies have a 
shape and 
recognise 
step-like patterns
(scales)

Beats can be 
strong or weak 
depending on 
where they fall in 
the music

The speed of music 
can change 
gradually or 
suddenly

Sounds can get 
louder gradually 
(crescendo) and 
quieter gradually 
(diminuendo)

Lots of layers 
creates a heavier 
sound, and fewer 
layers create a 
lighter sound.

There are different 
families of orchestral
instruments and 
how  these 
instruments 
are played (wind, 
strings, percussion)

Music can have
repeated patterns
(ostinati) and
question and
answer type
phrases.

22

33

11
Children know that....

Year
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PITCH 

PROGRESSION IN KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING OF THE INTERRELATED
DIMENSIONS/ELEMENTS OF MUSIC

The range of 
sounds between 
high and low 

The length of 
time each sound 
lasts for

How fast or slow 

 a piece of music

is

DURATION

The range of 

sounds between

loud and quiet 

TEMPO DYNAMICS
How many 

different sounds

there are

TEXTURE
The different

kinds of sounds

such as string,

metal,wind &wood 

TIMBRE STRUCTURE

The way music is

organised into

different sections

Children know that....

Year

Different note 
combinations 
create pentatonic
 scales (set of 5 
notes)

Sounds are 
grouped into 
beats of 2, 3 or 4.

There is specific 
vocabulary or the 
different speeds in 
music (largo – slow, 
moderato–moderate 
and allegro- fast)

There are specific 
symbols to 
represent the 
volume of music. 
PP – very quiet, 
P – quiet, mf – med
loud, f – loud, 
ff – Very loud

There are different 
types of texture 
e.g. solo, duet, trio,
 unison, harmony

Orchestral 
instruments create 
different sounds  
and can identify 
instruments from 
listening

Music can be
structured into a
verse and chorus,
or two sections
(Binary form – AB
form)

44
Groups of sounds
 can be happy 
sounding (major) 
or sad sounding 
(minor)

Music is played in 
different time 
signatures such 
 as  2/4, 3/4 or 4/4 
and these change 
the feel of the 
music

There is specific 
vocabulary for the 
changing speeds in 
music (accelerando 
 – getting faster, 
ritardando – 
getting slower)

Dynamics can be 
added to their own 
music to create 
different moods

More than one 
note can be played
 at a time in 
different 
combinations such
as note clusters 
and chords

Different 
instruments can be 
combined for effect.

Music can be
played by more
than one player at
a time and this
create harmony

55
Major and Minor 
sounds can affect
 the mood of a 
piece and can 
identify if a piece
 is in a major or 
minor key.

Some beats don’t
fall on the main 
beat and are 
syncopated or 
off beat. 

The speed of the 
music can be used 
to create different 
moods and effects.

Dynamics can be 
used for specific 
effects.

Chords can be 
used to accompany
 a song and follow 
a set sequence

There are lots of 
different grouping of
 instruments such as 
rock bands, jazz 
bands, gamelan, 
samba etc.

Music can be
structured in more
complex forms
with repeating
sections such as
Ternary Form
(ABA) or Rondo
Form (ABACAD)

66
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LISTENING LINKS FOR THE MODEL MUSIC CURRICULUM

This list is cumulative, so only new additions at each year group will be listed. These links have been checked for
inappropriate content, but we strongly recommend watching them yourself before sharing them with your class to
ensure you feel they are suitable for the age of your pupils.




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeEmGvm7kDk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXOanvv4plU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhh1KbeKr4M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObGCoc3d92Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cd6Kaf0ag0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=HKQAI_rNsVU&list=OLAK5uy_nvNIqyrcFiBzLWr-
uriTI-Co4Fg934skU&index=4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9PiL5icwic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzQ8GDBA8Is

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0C58ttB2-Qg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dayy-a8gMo
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LISTENING LINKS FOR THE MODEL MUSIC CURRICULUM

This list is cumulative, so only new additions at each year group will be listed. These links have been checked for
inappropriate content, but we strongly recommend watching them yourself before sharing them with your class to
ensure you feel they are suitable for the age of your pupils.




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUZEtVbJT5c

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NeKz22Mdxo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwwAVRyNmgQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5TqIdff_DQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXgSHL7efKg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipauyMfVYso

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jv2WJMVPQi8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctx5fo-8DTI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-fcOgBTs4M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cb2w2m1JmCY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bx1Bh8ZvH84

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcZgFx8YGC0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFcq9ouzY5s
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LISTENING LINKS FOR THE MODEL MUSIC CURRICULUM

This list is cumulative, so only new additions at each year group will be listed. These links have been checked for
inappropriate content, but we strongly recommend watching them yourself before sharing them with your class to
ensure you feel they are suitable for the age of your pupils.




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSVDF5IbN-g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPRNWXsdb90

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_Tux6tixN0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNoo_rNZQ84

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88sARuFu-tc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYhFyF8dvU4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bkYOU7yQjc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUpuAvQQrC0

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02b5cqg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQgd6MccwZc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNQaJyyyf14

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILGLUSzzuWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flIQ02Nlkpk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdhTodxH7Gw
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'Mars' from 'The Planets' by Gustav Holst  Take One Piece... Year 1 
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Take One Piece... Year 2 'Hound Dog ' by Elvis Presley 
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'A Night on the Bare Mountain ' by Mussorgsky Take One Piece... Year 3
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'Take the 'A' Train' by Duke Ellington Take One Piece... Year 4
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'Jin-Go-Lo-Ba' by Babatunde OlatunjiTake One Piece... Year 5
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'Say My Name ' by Destiny's ChildTake One Piece... Year 6
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QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN LISTENING TO MUSIC KEY STAGE 1
General 
Do you like this music?                                         What do you like about this music?               

What don’t you like about this music?                What can you hear?                                              

What do you think the music is about?              Have you heard this music before?                    

How did the music make you feel?                    Can you describe the music in one word?

Where do you think this music would be played?

Specific
Is this music loud/quiet or a mixture?              Is this music fast/slow or a mixture?               
 Is the music mainly high, low or a mixture?    Are the sounds long or short or a mixture?
Does the music change at all?                           Is there one sound or lots of sounds playing?    
Does the music have a clear steady beat?      Are the sounds smooth or jumpy or a mixture?
Is there a singer in this piece of music?           Can you hum along to the melody?
Is this music happy?  Fun/Happy/Sad/Angry?     
Do you hear any instruments that you recognise?                                                                      
 What is the same/different about these pieces of music?                                                           
Can you show me with your hands when you hear a high or low sound in the melody?
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QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN LISTENING TO MUSIC KEY STAGE 2
General 

Do you like this music?      Why?      Why not?     

What do you think this music is about?

Why do you think this music was written?          

Who do you think wrote this piece of music?

What title would you give this piece of music?   

What style do you think this music is?

Have you heard this music before?                       

How did the music make you feel?

Where in the world do you think this music is from? 

Is this piece similar like any other music you enjoy listening to? In what way?

What type of group is playing this music? (orchestra, jazz band, rock)

Can you describe the music in one word?             

Why did you choose that word?
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QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN LISTENING TO MUSIC KEY STAGE 2
Specific
Can you identify where one section ends and the next begins?
What is the structure of this piece of music?
Are there any repeated sections or ideas in this piece?
How do you think the composer reflected the idea of ‘x’ in his music?
What is the same/different about these pieces of music?
Do you think this music is in a major (happy) or minor (sad) key? 
Does the music move in groups of two, three or four?
Does the music move in groups of two, three or four?
What time signature do you think this piece of music is in?
Which instrument do you think is playing the accompaniment/ melody?
What do you notice about the pitch/dynamics/tempo/texture/timbre at this point in the
music?
Is the texture of the music thick or thin?
Does the texture stay the same throughout?
How do you think the instrument is being played? Blown, plucked, bowed or struck?
What patterns did you notice in the music? 
What were the lyrics about (if it had lyrics)?
Do any instruments play a solo? 
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Add a heading

VOCABULARY

PITCH 
The range of 
sounds between 
high and low 

The length of 
time each sound 
lasts for

How fast or slow  a

piece of music is

DURATION

TEMPO

Melody – the tune, usually the thing you sing along to in a song
Stepwise/ scalic – moving from one note to the note next-door either going up or down one at a time.
Leaps – moving between two notes that aren’t next to each other in sound.
Pentatonic – a set of five notes from a scale which work well together. 
Major key – sounds which are happy and joyous
Minor key – sounds which are sad

Largo – Slowly
Moderato – moderately
Allegro – fast
Accelerando – getting faster
Ritardando – getting slower
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VOCABULARY

Silence – no sound                                                               Forte – Loud
Pianissimo – very quiet                                                       Fortissimo – very loud
Piano – quiet                                                                          Crescendo – getting louder
Mezzo forte – medium loud                                             Diminuendo – getting quieter

Found sounds – any object found around you that can make a noise.
Wind – instruments that make a sound by being blown
Strings – instruments which make a sound by being plucked, bowed, or strummed
Percussion – instruments which make a sound by being tapped, scraped, or shaken
Bowed – a bow is dragged across a string to make it vibrate. A bow is a wooden stick with horse hairs
strung to it. 
Plucked/pizzicato – the string is played with one finger by picking it up very briefly and dropping it again.
Strummed – brushing the strings of the instrument with your fingers or a plectrum (small flat hard tool)
Trill – changing between two next door notes as quickly as possible.

The range of 

sounds between

high and low 

DYNAMICS

How many 

different sounds

there are

TEXTURE Layers/ Harmony – more than one sound at a time
Unison – all sounds playing the same thing at the same time
Solo – one part playing alone
Duet – two parts at the same time complementing each other
Trio – three parts at the same time complementing each other
Thin texture – where just a few instruments/voices are playing
Thick texture – where lots of instruments/voices are playing 
Note clusters –playing notes at the same time which are next door to each other creating a blurred effect.
Chords- Playing set combinations of notes at the same time, often as an accompaniment.

The different

kinds of sounds

such as string,

metal,wind &wood 

TIMBRE
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VOCABULARY

Beginning/ middle/ end- the piece is organised like a story with clear sections.
Echo – a sound which is repeated back.
Ostinato – a repeated pattern
Call and response – a phrase is given and then copied back
Question and answer – a phrase is given (question) and a different phrase is played back (answer)
Verse- A set of words which tell the story and keep the music moving forwards.
Chorus- A part of a song which keeps returning throughout, often after a verse.
Binary form (AB form) – Two contrasting sections of music. Section A, followed by section B.
Ternary form (ABA form) – like a musical sandwich. Section A, followed by section B, then section A
again. 
Rondo form – A section of music (A) keeps returning between contrasting sections. ABACADA…
 

The way a piece

of music is The

way a piece of

music is written

down/visually

represented 

NOTATION Stave/ staff notation – a set of 5 parallel lines where a note is written to indicate its pitch in Western
cultures.
Rhythmic notation – the way notes are written to show their length (see crotchets, quavers etc)
Graphic score – a way of representing music visually through the use of symbols that don’t traditionally
come up in music notation.
Dot notation – using dots to show the relative pitch of a note by where they are placed. 
TAB notation – a way of writing music for guitars and ukulele that shows the fingering to be used to play
the note on the fretboard.
Chord chart – a way of showing the finger positions to play a chord. The vertical lines represent the strings
on the instrument, and the horizontal represent the frets. The number shows which finger should be
pressed down on which string and at which fret to make the correct note.

The way music is

organised into

different sections

STRUCTURE
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